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*VIETNAMIZATION. « » HAS BEEN COMPLETED'

. RO DEFENSE SECRETARY MELVIN R.. LAIRD® S:" FINAL REPORT TO THE

TGONGRESS," DELIVERED T0 THE "HOUSE "ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE, ON-FILE NSC RELEASE
v INSTRUCTIONS APPLY

s JAﬂo 8.

v:swamrzarmu - mz"wms*r CRUCIAL STEP IN IMPLEMENTING THE
NIXON' necmms -~ TGDAY 1S VIRTUALLY covaErEn. AS & CONSE~
msm:t-: OF THE SUCCESS OF THE MILITARY ASPECTS OF VIETNAMIZATION,
T sozrru VIETNAMESE PEOPLE TODAY, IN MY VIEW, ARE FULLY"
| CAPABLE OF movmxm FOR THEIR OyN IN-COUNTRY SECHRITRY
AGAINST. 'mz NORTH VIETNAMESE. VIETNAMIZATION HAS SIGNIFICANILY
ENHANCED THE PROSPECIS FOR SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATION, BUT SHOULD. |
MEGOTIATIONS FAlL, VIETNAMIZATION MAKES POSSIBLE THE COMPLETE . - ;
nmmmn on oF Am&:ﬁmm mvm.vws:m 1IN THE. WAR,. CONTINGENT. )
ALVAYS ON THE snrr.. RETURN OF AMERICAN PRISONERS~OF-WAR AND AN
_Accoﬂnnm- FOR THOSE MI SSING- IN- ACTION THROUGHOUT INDOCHI NAcos

FrRoOM A-‘HILITAR'-Y' STANDPOINT, THE 'VI'ETNAHIZ'ATIQH PROGRAM HAS BEEN
GM‘PLET‘@.' SOME AMERICAN MILITARY PERSONNEL REMAIN IN" 'V‘IETNAE,'
I KEEPING WITH THE COMMANDER~ Il GRIEF* S PLEDGE THAT ALL OUR

FﬁRGES UILL ¥0T BE VITHDORAWN UNTIL ALL PRISONERS HAVE BEEN
_ RELEASED AW OUR  MISSING- IN-ACTION AGGGUWEB FOR. /7

BT, MR, CHAIRMAN, I VAN THIS COBMITTEE To UWDERSTAWD THAT

THE CONTINUING UNITED STATES MILITARY PRESENCE IN SOUTH VIETNAM
IS NOT ‘BEINS MAINTAINED BECAUSE OF A LACK FO CAPABILITY ON THE
PART OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE.

- ‘mr NAMIZATION HAS CHANGED THE cxncnmsuucas WE romm FOUR-
:""'f.mans AGO.. IT HAS ENABLED US T0 BRING OUR MILITARY FORGES: am'
. OF VIETNA, WHILE LEAVING THE sam'n VIETNAMESE VITH THE CAP-
- ABILITY FOR THEIR IN-COUNTRY SECURITY. THIS IS THE MOST ANY. ALLY
.-COULD REASONABL Y ;xpscr_., FOR NO NATION CAN PROVIDE TO ANOTHER

THE WILL AND DETERMINATION TO SURVIVE.
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